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Society: Book Reviews

Book Reviews
Daniel Murphree, Book Review Editor
The Rower Hunter and the People: William Bartram in the Native
American Southeast. Edited by Matthew Jennings. (Macon, GA:
Mercer University Press, 2014. Acknowledgements, illustrations,
selected bibliography, index. Pp. 182. $19.00 paper.)
William Bartram's Travels, the 1791 chronicle of his fouryear tour through the pre-Revolutionary American South, is not
a book "that requires reading from front to back," as novelist
Charles Frazier quipped. Over the course of 500+ pages, the Philadelphia-born naturalist chronicles his "voyage" through eightpresent day states, from 1773 to 1777, on an itinerary that took
him from coastal Georgia to the headwaters of the St. Johns River,
and from the mountains of western Carolina to the Mississippi
River. Given the work's complexity and breadth, readers tend to
focus on favorite passages, usually betraying some geographic
or regional loyalty, or mining the work for specific subjects or
themes: we read as herpetologists, birders, botanists, poets, as
residents of Butler County in Alabama or Floridians. In that vein,
Matthew Jennings turns our attention to Bartram's writings on
southeastern Indians, a set of documents rightly valued for their
accuracy of observation and lack of prejudice. We have selections
of Travels that describe the Creek, Seminole, Choctaw and Cherokee Indians; an 1787 ethnography, "Observations on the Creek
and Cherokee Indians," prepared in manuscript for Bartram's
friend Benjamin Smith Barton; and an undated polemic, from
the early national period, "Some Hints & Observations, concerning the civilization of the Indians."
[577]

Published by STARS, 2016

1

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 95 [2016], No. 4, Art. 6

578

FLORIDA HISTORICAL QUARTERLY

Those familiar with Bartram scholarship will observe that Jennings' volume follows a previous one, Gregory A. Waselkov and
Kathryn E. Holland's Wiliam Bartram on the Southeastern Indians
( 1995), raising the question of why a second book is needed.Jennings' collection is slightly less expensive (important for general
readers and course adoption), while also keeping Bartram at the
center, where the scholarship in Waselkov and Braund pushes
the boundary between documentary edition and monograph.
The same materials also appear in the Library of America volume, Travels and Other Writings, edited by Thomas P. Slaughter,
but with no introduction and limited textual apparatus. Jennings
works between these earlier editions. His critical introduction is
particularly insightful, showcasing his skills in distillation while
explaining how the political landscape of the American South
had shifted before Bartram arrived. Where Travels offers a "snapshot" of Native American social organization in the eighteenth
century, Jennings offers the longer historical view.
The selections from Travels in this volume come mostly from
Books 3 and 4, the Creek and Cherokee tours, followed by an
eighteenth-century "customs and manners" ethnography. While
he keeps our attention fixed on the author, Jennings does intervene occasionally, providing italicized running notes that direct
our attention to key themes, facts or omissions. After a short
account of the infamous New Purchase of 1773 (from Part 1
of Travels) and a foray into Florida (Part 2), we follow Bartram
across the Cherokee country, through the Creek towns in Alabama and into the Choctaw territories. Because he was latching
onto trading expeditions, Bartram provides particularly strong
notes on hospitality, food and material culture. The fourth and
final part of Travels reviews the government, traditions, agriculture and economy, "arts and manufactures," and languages of the
groups Bartram encountered. The next chapter in Jennings' volume, "Observations on the Creek and Cherokee Indians," reproduces a query by Bartram's long-time collaborator, Benjamin
Smith Barton, who scribbled out questions and literally left the
space for his friend to complete. Some of these queries are silly,
belying Barton's unfamiliarity with the subject: "have you ever
seen .. . spotted Indians, among any of the tribes, with whom you
are acquainted?" (135). Bartram had not: "I never saw or heard
of any white, speckled or pied amongst them" (137). But this is
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a manuscript, not a published paper, and the "Observations" is
a rich text, rife with notes on ethnobotany, the layout of towns,
social mores and medical details, plus drawings that allow us to
envision traditional and contemporaneous structures. The closing "Hints & Observations," finally makes an impassioned plea
for Native Americans during a crucial time, as the United States
was orchestrating an overarching Indian plan. "I could wish the
Citizens of these States," Bartram writes, "would shew their approbation of so worthy an example, by endeavouring [sic] to conciliate the affections of the Indians .. .." (17). Bartram blasts the
"injustice & avarice," tweaking the conscious of a young republic.
The Flower Hunter and the People, thematically-focused, presents
three very different kinds of texts: selections from a hybrid book,
rough notes towards an academic ethnography, and a manuscript
polemic. Given the range of materials, Jennings faces challenges
as an editor. With Travels, for example, Jennings replicates the
docsouth edition, readily available online; this modernized transcription, however, is basically an online plagiarization of Francis Harper's edition, and not entirely reliable. Most of the errors
or changes by Harper were minor, although the dutiful scholar
today should have worked from the original. "Observations on
the Creek and Cherokee Indians" raises a different predicament;
it cries for editorial intervention. Jennings follows the format literally, presenting authorial notes as they ran on the page rather
than as a footnote, in so doing, making the manuscript less readable than could have been. The "Hints and Observations," a relatively clean text, brings this manageable collection to a powerful
close.
The Flower Hunter and the People, in short, offers us a handbook:
general readers especially will appreciate the judicious selections,
the short but informative notes, and the absence of scholarly
"barbed wire." Rather than still one more volume on Bartram,
I might have prepared a digest of other authors (James Adair,
Bernard Romans, Philip Freneau) on Native Americans from the
Revolutionary era. But fans of William Bartram and early southern history will be sure to appreciate this concise, handsomelyproduced volume.
Thomas Hallock
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Slavery, Race and Conquest in the Tropics: Lincoln, Douglas, and the
Future ofLatin America. By Robert E. May (New York: Cambridge
University Press, 2013). Acknowledgements, illustrations,
maps, index. Pp. xi, 280. $26.99 paper.)

The connection between U.S. domestic politics in the nineteenth century and policy toward Latin America is sometimes
invisible in the literature on diplomatic history. Not so in Robert
May's deeply researched account of the linkage between debates
on American westward and southern expansion, proposals for
construction of an isthmian canal, filibuster expeditions, and the
coming of the U.S. Civil War. Through the lens of the 1858 Lincoln-Douglas debates in Illinois and the 1860 presidential election,
Slavery, Race, and Conquest in the Tropics sheds new light on the multifaceted intermestic politics that made policies toward Mexico, the
Caribbean, and Central America salient issues in the pre-Civil War
United States.
For the international context and domestic political moment
that framed the Lincoln-Douglas rivalry, May relies on his wellknown The Southern Dream of a Caribbean Empire, 1854-1861 (1973,
1989, 2002) and his previous research on the Mexican War, westward expansion, and filibuster expeditions to Cuba, Mexico, and
Central America (Manifest Destiny's Underworld: Filibustering in Antebellum America, 2002). On the Douglas-Lincoln debates (1858),
he follows newspaper coverage, public speeches, and secondary
sources to uncover the importance of the slavery expansion issue in
domestic politics. May finds that "the two candidates gave slavery
extension southward far more attention than historians acknowledge" (146), thus linking inextricably the issue of slavery with the
call to manifest destiny and territorial expansion into Mexico and
the Caribbean.
An important contribution of this volume is reconsideration
of the literature on the "causes" of the U.S. Civil War. Highlighted
for the Slave Power, abolitionists, and all the in-between politicians in the Republican and Democratic parties are the potential
shifts in the Senate and House of Representatives should new territories enter the union as slave states, under Douglas's "popular
sovereignty" formula, or as states in which slavery was forbidden.
Contradictory implications of territorial expansion are revealed for
different regions of the country, and for different constituencies,
in the North, West, and South.
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May explores the economic and sectional interests of antiexpansionists. He notes the fear-mongering associated with threats
of a repeat of the Haitian revolution (1791-1804) and "Africanization," should Spain and Britain agree on abolition in Cuba. Also
treated are the foreign policy implications of the numerous proslavery filibusters as well as Lincoln's support for Francis P. Blair's
colonization scheme that proposed exporting free blacks to the
southern hemisphere where they would establish themselves
"under a free government, similar to the colony of Liberia" (242).
Illustrative excerpts are offered on these topics from congressional
debates, diplomatic and private correspondence, diaries, government reports, regional and local newspapers, and political speeches. Combined with the primary materials, May's exhaustive review
of secondary sources makes this volume both a colorful and welldocumented account of the late 1850s. It will also be an essential
permanent reference for scholars and the general reader interested in the road to civil war in 1861.
Selective excerpts from Lincoln's correspondence after his
election in December 1860 demonstrate "how consistently Caribbeanized Lincoln's message was" (215) as he rejected Crittenden's
compromise proposal. He rejected extending the Missouri Compromise line at 36° 30', overturned by the Kansas-Nebraska Act
(1854), across the continent and to "territory hereafter acquired."
May offers a provocative counterfactual discussion of whether the
Crittenden compromise might have prevented full-on civil war. He
argues that "there can be little doubt that revulsion at the hereafter
clause lay at the heart of the Republicans' dissent against Crittenden's plan, though Crittenden's other concessions to slaveholders
also displeased them" (218). Meanwhile, Douglas, seeking also to
preserve the Union, proposed numerous constitutional amendments to address Southern concerns, even putting aside his principal claim to fame, the "popular sovereignty" formula applied in the
Kansas-Nebraska Act (217).
Although no compromise seemed possible in late 1860, Lincoln "was vested in tropical colonization" (249) and "kept pursing the notion of resettling blacks in the Tropics until the summer
of 1864" (270). That is, Lincoln promoted relocating some of the
free black and colored population to Central America, the Caribbean and even Mexico. Influential northern Democratic publications, like the New York Herald, lauded Lincoln's plan for ridding
the country of 'contraband negroes' and endorsed Haiti as the
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best place to send them (250). In this context, the Lincoln government recognized the Haitian and Liberian governments and
received their diplomatic representatives in Washington, D.C.-a
radical innovation in American foreign policy directly influenced
by domestic politics and the Civil War.
As May points out, some Central American governments
viewed the colonization schemes as filibustering by other means,
even as a threat of repeating the Texas story, with black immigrants
eventually seeking annexation to the United States. Moreover, the
British claimed that settlements of U.S. blacks in Central America
would violate the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty's (1850) prohibitions on
new colonies in that region. Nevertheless, May concludes that Lincoln's greatest contribution to Latin America was a reversal , even
if temporary, of U.S. interventionism and annexationist designs
(279). Much less sympathetic to Douglas ("Ever ready to voice his
vision of the Tropics becoming Americanized, Douglas readily took
Lincoln's bait") than to Lincoln, who turned "Douglas's own racism into an antiexpansionist weapon" (147, 149) , May captures the
complexity, ambitions, and circumstances of both personalities as
well as most all of the strands of the Greek tragedy that led to Ft.
Sumter.
Brian Loveman

San Diego State University

The Civil War as Global Conflict: Transnational Meanings of the
American Civil War. Edited by David T. Gleason and Simon
Lewis. (Columbia: University of South Carolina Press, 2014.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, index. Pp. vii, 312.
$49.59 cloth.)
David T. Gleeson and Simon Lewis begin their introduction to
The Civil War as Global Conflict with an important point. Though
the Civil War is one of the most written-about and most "known"
events, there are many understudied aspects of the Civil War. Gleeson and Lewis contend that this edited collection of essays sheds
light on one such area, namely "thinking of the war not just as a
local conflict but as a global one, whose causes, conditions, and consequences were all affected by transnational concerns and whose
outcome in turn has had a profound effect on world history" (2).
Just as the writing of United States history has been dramatically
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influenced by the "transnational turn," Gleeson and Lewis present
many examples of how transnational analysis can internationalize
and globalize the study of the Civil War. The essays in this volume
de1!1onstrate not only how the Civil War was influenced by events
occurring around the world, but also the impact it had on other
people and countries.
The essays in this volume cover a wide array of topics. The
first two essays are broad overviews. Edward B. Rugemer offers a
comparison of the political contests over slavery in Cuba, Brazil,
and the United States and argues that they were similar and interconnected. Rugemer acknowledges that the United States was different (the political struggle over slavery was more intense in the
United States than in Cuba or Brazil, for instance), but, ultimately,
contends that historians should not analyze abolition in the United
States in isolation, but rather consider it alongside abolition in Cuba
and Brazil because the Civil War "was a critical turning point in the
struggle over slavery in both Cuba and Brazil" (27). Matthew Karp
insists that the external confidence of southern slaveholding elites
was not merely a function of internal anxieties. Karp argues that
historians need to spend more time analyzing the South's grasp on
international power and cautions that the emphasis on King Cotton was not the sum total of proslavery economic thought. Many
Southerners argued that slavery and free trade had defeated abolitionism and mercantilism and that slavery was not in retreat, but
was advancing throughout the Atlantic world. Karp concludes that
"slaveholders may have been pushed out of the Union by domestic
political anxiety, but they were also pulled into the Confederacy by
their own ravenous international ambition" ( 48).
The essays following Rugemer and Karp's are less broad, but
usually go much deeper into a subject. Hugh Dubrelle charts
changing attitudes toward race by comparing the writings of Fanny
Kemble with those of her daughter Fan Butler. Dubrelle argues
that the United States shaped British images of African Americans
and that the Civil War created an environment that helped confirm
existing British racism. James M. McPherson discusses nationalism
and contends that the Confederates created an ethnic nationalism distinct from the civic nationalism of the North. This ethnic
nationalism drew on examples of European ethnic struggles for
independent nationhood and incorporated the Norman-Cavalier
myth. David T. Gleeson surveys English immigrants during the
Civil War and concludes that the Civil War provides an opportunity
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to examine American immigrant integration and highlights the
point that the integration of immigrants ebbs and flows. Alexander Noonan examines two visits by Russian squadrons to New
York and San Francisco and asserts that these visits illustrated the
closely intertwined nature of Russian-American relations, a point
that may come as a surprise to many. Niels Eichorn's discussion of
the "Rhine River problem" attempts to re-orient Civil War diplomacy away from what he sees as an almost exclusive focus on Great
Britain. Eichorn contends that European powers paid more attention to European affairs and relegated North American events to a
lower priority. Aaron-Sheehan-Dean's impressive essay argues for
the importance of a global framework because both sides "claimed
continuity with a long line of thinkers about just war" ( 172). Furthermore, Sheehan-Dean contends that the practice of retaliation
ultimately limited violence and that many officers employed retaliation because they knew of its place in international law. Aaron
W. Marrs concludes that the creation of the first volume of the
Foreign Relations of the United States series was important because
it told people what the Lincoln administration wanted peop]e
to know and for the fact that the volume had an eager domestic
audience . Christopher Wilkins offers an innovative treatment of
the annexation of Santo Domingo and contends that the colony
of African American emigrants at Samana supported the annexation of Santo Domingo. The colonists responded to the fact that
President Grant proposed to extend reconstructed United States
institutions into the Caribbean. Ultimately the emigrants from the
United States supported annexation because "Reconstruction had
changed their view of the United States" (221). Jane E. Schultz
analyzes Florence Nightingale and argues that women employed
Nightingale's image to justify their roles as war nurses and to make
claims arguing for "greater participation in the polity" (248). Lesley Marx discusses Gone with the Wind and considers commonalities
between South Africa and the United States (including a similar
process of wresting myths of heroism from defeat). The volume
concludes with a round table discussion of memory.
Gleeson and Lewis are correct in asserting that transnational elements of the Civil War have not received as much attention
as, say, Lincoln. However, they overstate the case. In the past
two decades historians have published many books dealing with
international or global elements of the Civil War. There are, in
addition, some gaps in this volume. For one, it could have been
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strengthened by more attention to Latin America (Patrick Kelly's
work on the Confederacy and Mexico springs to mind). Some of
the claims in the essays seem tenuous; did the diplomacy of the
Old World always overshadow events in the New? Nevertheless,
Gleeson and Lewis succeeded in assembling a collection of wellresearched and provocative essays. In sum, this is a book that merits a careful reading by anyone interested in the Civil War and the
internal dimensions of the conflict.
Evan C. Rothera

The Pennsylvania State University

Mine Eyes Have Seen: Firsthand Reminiscences of the Civil War in West
Florida. By Brian R. Rucker. (Bagdad: FL: Patagonia Press,

2016. Acknowledgements, illustrations, select bibliography,
index. Pp. vii, 140. $25.00 paper.)
During the secession crisis of 1861, as the Union was crumbling,
Pensacola was in the forefront of national news. Fort Pickens, dominating the entrance to Pensacola Bay, was one of the few federal
military posts in the South which had not surrendered to Southern
control. Along with Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor, Fort Pickens
was a potential flashpoint where the coming war was expected to
erupt. Events did not unfold that way. The climactic battle was
never fought in West Florida and after the evacuation of Pensacola
in May 1862, the area was only thinly garrisoned and largely ignored
by the war departments in Washington and Richmond.
This neglect of West Florida has continued in the history.
Fewer personal memoirs of the Civil War years were written in the
South than the North, and personal accounts of that time period
from Florida are even fewer. Henry Reddick's Seventy-seven Years
in Dixie (1910), Wade Richardson's How I Reached the Union Lines
(1905), Ellen Call Long's Florida Breezes (1883), and Cora Mitchell's Reminiscences of the Civil War (1916) are the only firsthand
accounts from Florida published during their authors' lifetime.
In the last thirty years several other works have been published giving firsthand accounts from Florida. Most of these are diaries or
collections of letters kept by residents or visitors to Florida. Even
so, historians, amateur or professional, are left with scant source
materials to work with in reconstructing the events of that momentous era.
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Dr. Brian Rucker and Patagonia Press have specialized in
expanding the published history of West Florida and introducing
the chronicles of this region of the state to a wider audience. With
Mine Eyes Have Seen Rucker has brought forth another valuable contribution to the history of West Florida. As the title states, the book
consists of firsthand reminiscences of the Civil War. Each of the
twenty-four chapters covers a single account; most of the accounts
are firsthand memories written by participants in the Civil War. The
two exceptions are an account of the Civil War in Pensacola written
by Mrs. Bessie Wilson, the president of the United Daughter of the
Confederacy, and published in a Pensacola newspaper in 1907, and
a newspaper article from the 1916 Panama City Pilot recounting the
discovery of a cannon ball dating from the Civil War.
While several of these accounts were written during the war,
most are post-war reminiscences published in the decades around
1900. The events span the entirety of the Civil War, from the seizure of the Navy Yard at Pensacola and the U. S. arsenal at Chattahoochee prior to the outbreak of hostilities to life in post-war
Milton. Geographically the stories cover an area from Chattahoochee, Florida, to Ship Island, Mississippi, but the majority of
accounts relate to Pensacola. Both Northern and Southern viewpoints are included: a Boston Journal description of the evacuation
of Pensacola contrasts with an account of the same event published
in the Mobile Register. Interestingly, sometimes the publication of
one individual's recollections prompted a response from another.
An account of the capture of the U.S. Arsenal at Chattahoochee,
evidently by an individual who was not personally present, was published in the Ocala Daily Banner in 1905. This prompted a response
and correction of some minor details by W. W. Wilson, who had
participated in the seizure of the arsenal. Mr. Wilson's response
appeared less than one month later in the Pensacola journal.
Footnotes are provided which clarify the names, places and
events mentioned in the various accounts without overwhelming
the original reminiscences. The only shortcoming in the book is
that it does not cover the full scope of the Civil War in the region.
Apalachicola was garrisoned by the largest concentration of Florida state troops during the first year of the war, but there are no
accounts from there included in this laudable volume. Likewise
there are no tales of the salt making industry which flourished
along the coastline, from the crews of blockading vessels which
patrolled the Gulf or from the civilians who suffered through
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the years of strife and depravation in the interior of West Florida.
These omissions are not the fault of Rucker, but rather the failings
of the people who lived through this epoch but did not record
their recollections for posterity.
Rucker is to be commended for bringing these little known
sources of Panhandle history to a wider audience. The publication of these obscure reminiscences provides a new resource to
researchers and devotees of Florida history. Hopefully this volume
will lead to the discovery and publication of even more firsthand
reminiscences of the Civil War in West Florida.
Mark C. Curenton

Apalachicola, Florida

Stories of the South: Race and the Reconstruction of Southern Identity,
1865-1915. By K. Stephen Prince (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2014. Illustrations, notes, bibliography,
acknowledgements, index. Pp. 336. $39.95 cloth.)

K. Stephen Prince has written a clever study of the "cultural
retreat from Reconstruction." This handsome volume from the
University of North Carolina fits nicely into the growing literature
on the political culture of the late-nineteenth century. Historians
and other academics who want to understand the cultural and
intellectual context for the political processes that took place in
the years following the Civil War will want to consult this book.
Prince divides his study into three parts: Reconstruction (18651880), Construction, 1880-1895), and Destruction (1890-1915).
Part II, Construction, constitutes the heart of the book. In three
different chapters Prince analyses New South boosters, plantation
fiction, and the performance culture about the South. In these
chapters Prince excels in analyzing a range of texts. His comfort
witl1 an array of genres, disciplines, and authors is impressive; his
analysis of emerging trends is compelling. The New South boosters,
according to the author, were vital for telling a new story about the
South. This story, Prince maintains, took on a life of its own, and it
mattered less if booster visions of a harmonious New South reflected reality. Importantly, white Southerners began telling their own
stories, and did so in a manner that was not defensive or apologetic.
In his first chapter Prince employs the term ''Yankeefication"
to describe the designs of Northerners interested in refashioning
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the South in the image of the North. The project to ''Yankeefy"
the South was not as intense or as long lasting as many Northern
radicals would have imagined. Prince notes that by the 1870s the
image of the carpetbagger, flush with all of its negative connotations in the North and the South, became the standard image of
the Reconstruction process. White Southerners became particularly skilled in employing the evils of carpetbaggers in the variety of
cultural forms that constitute the heart of Prince's book.
Prince's fourth chapter analyzes the fiction of four prominent
Southern authors: Joel Chandler Harris, Thomas Nelson Page,
George Washington Cable, and Charles Chesnutt. The four may
be familiar to some of Prince's audience, but his take is fresh and
lively. By placing two proponents of a mythic and idyllic South in
conversation with a white Southern and an African American critic, Prince breaks important ground. Prince recognizes that Southern fiction was not merely story telling. Rather, he maintains, the
authors were "rewriting the place of the South in a post-Reconstruction nation" (165). Chesnutt plays a particularly important
role in Prince's analysis. Although born in the North, the African American author built his literary career in the South. Using
similar story telling modes as the more famous Harris, Chesnutt
sought to invert the power dynamics and messages in his fiction.
In this respect, Chesnutt's conjure tales are an important form of
cultural resistance, not only in the way they function in the stories
themselves, but as a part of the larger cultural context in which
Chesnutt was operating. One senses that Prince is familiar with
the broad ramifications of his claim. Here he might have gone a
bit further and attempted to forge links with the black arts movement and the literature on black power of the more recent past.
In addition to its compelling conceptual framework, Stories of
the South is grounded in an impressive array of primary sources.
Prince has done a first-rate job of mining a variety of texts for
apt quotations, passages, and observations. Ranging from obscure
trade publications to a range of travelogues, fiction, and political speeches, these primary sources infuse Stories of the South with
dynamic material. Prince draws from these sources skillfully, and
writes with authority and clarity.
Where Stories of the South is less convincing is in its larger
attempt to explain the political culture of the late-nineteenth century. This is most clear in Prince's third section, "Destruction,"
which is comprised of one chapter and a brief epilogue. Surely
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Prince is correct when he argues that the larger intellectual and
cultural context helped to define the terrain in which the political ramifications of the "retreat from Reconstruction" took place.
~e makes clear that political analysis is not the heart of this book.
Nevertheless, his discussion of political processes would have benefitted from greater analysis. One cannot adequately explain the
urgency of many white Southern disfranchisers, for instance, without any meaningful discussion of the threat posed by the Populists
in the 1890s.
Prince's larger arguments are quite provocative, and it is
those arguments (along with his dexterity with primary sources)
that are most memorable. He argues that segregation was not
merely a Southern phenomenon; because of the broad currents
of culture, white Northerners were equally to blame. 'Jim Crow
may have made its home in the South," Prince argues, "but it was
the nation's shame" (246). Finally, he also challenges the entire
paradigm of a "reunion" between North and South after the Civil,
positing that such an understanding obscures the ways in which
the "New South" was in fact a new construction, rather than something that resembled the antebellum past. This important conceptual breakthrough is just one of many ways in which Stories of
the South enriches our understanding of the past.
Edward 0. Frantz

University of Indianapolis

Roads through the Everglades: The Building of the Ingraham Highway,
the Tamiami Trail and Connors Highway, 1914-1931. By Bruce
D. Epperson. (Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2016. Illustrations,
chapter notes, resources and bibliography, index. Pp. 284.
$39.95 paper).

Transportation planner Bruce Epperson has chronicled the
story of constructing three primary highways across the Everglades
during the first decades of the 20 th century. His focus falls upon
the Ingraham Highway (stretching southwest from Homestead to
Flamingo near the tip of the peninsula in what is now Everglades
National Park), the Tamiami Trail (now U.S. 41 from Naples to
Miami) and the Conners Highway ( crossing the state from east
to west near Lake Okeechobee). Epperson identified and made
good use of a number of manuscript and documentary sources
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that allow some phases of the projects to be told in detail. Further,
a number of illustrations wonderfully convey the technical challenges associated with these roadbuilding projects in the state's
swampy terrain.
The author argues that the projects had a couple of common
threads. The first was the recognized need to develop east-west
highways across the state south of Orlando. The second pattern
was the desire of promoters to access land for real estate and agricultural development. Every key figure behind these construction
projects bought into the booster mentality so typical of American
society, evidenced by their utter certainty about the eventual success of the roads and the development projects they supported.
The book makes clear that those dreams of riches through land
development and sales failed miserably. Epperson provides a window into the nature of Florida's economy and psyche in the early
20 th century and suggests the mindset that prompted more wellknown promoters such as Henry Flagler to imagine and set in
motion Florida's land and real estate boom after 1900. For this
reason, the book may prove most useful to local Florida historians,
for Epperson shows that Flagler's railroad to Key West was not the
only transportation artery powering land speculation in Florida.
But Epperson notes that the development of the three highways could open to view the changing patterns of state administration and finance of road construction before and after passage
of the Federal-Aid Highway Act of 1916. That bill for the first
time provided federal funds for state road construction. Among
the many impacts of this legislation was the requirement that
states must create highway departments that met federal standards, mainly in terms of direction by engineers, before they
could access their share of federal funds. The three Florida projects might have been used to explore the impact of the federalaid highway program on state and local road building efforts.
The author is aware of this opportunity, hinting at the difference
between the shoe-string funding available to the privately constructed Ingraham Highway before 1915 and the other projects
in their early phases, and the much more solid resources that
allowed completion of the Tamiami Highway under state direction after 1921. Equally striking was the difference in design talent
and technical oversight provided by the Florida Highway department once federal-aid funds were brought to bear after 1921. Yet
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much more could have been said in this regard had the author
provided a direct comparison of the projects themselves, or even
better, with other projects in the state or patterns found in other
states. These last two approaches would have required referencing the larger literature on state road building after 1920, but that
was not undertaken.
Another opportunity missed here concerned the chance to
connect these road building efforts to questions of interest to environmental historians. To be sure, environmental issues are always
near at hand. Road building was extremely difficult in south
Florida as the title to chapter 7 indicated: "The Only Dry Land
for Twenty Miles." Despite this reality, the road projects are not
linked to the broader pattern-and the environmental impactsof efforts to drain and channel water in the Everglades in the
interest of land reclamation. Both roads and drainage canals and
other "improvement" programs were underway at this time, with
significant impacts on the state. Indeed, the road projects were
among the earliest efforts to build drainage projects that eventually reshaped south Florida-and which today are responsible
for the massive state and federal projects aimed at restoring the
environmental integrity of the Everglades. But that thread is not
woven into this narrative.
The author deserves credit for solid research in important
collections that allowed him to tell the stories of the road projects and their promoters. The projects nicely illuminate the land
development dynamics in Florida at the start of the 20 th century.
But in the final analysis, the book makes more of a contribution to
the history of the Everglades than to the history of road building,
primarily because comparative connections are not made to the
historical literature on roads and road policy in the United States.
Further, the book badly needed good maps to show clearly the
routes the roads followed, as well as a concluding section summarizing the author's arguments. Such a summary could have offered
a comparative treatment of the three projects-either from the
perspective of land development and the history of the Everglades
or in terms of the history of roadbuilding. Without that component, it is difficult to fit this book into any larger context at the
regional, state or national levels.
Bruce E. Seely
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Escape to Miami: An Oral History of the Cuban Rafters Crisis. By
Elizabeth Campisi. (New York: Oxford University Press, 2016.
Acknowledgements, illustrations, notes, bibliography, index.
Pp. xii, 232. $29.95 cloth.)
For most of the past two centuries, Cubans have migrated to
Florida for a variety of reasons: better economic, business, and
professional opportunities, education, family reunification , and
political exile. However, since the triumph of the Cuban Revolution in 1959, all Cubans have been welcomed to the United States,
almost exclusively, as escapees from "communist repression. "
Immigration from Socialist Cuba became a central pie ce in Cold
War politics, leading the U.S. Government to adopt an open door
policy for immigration from Cuba. The open door policy came
with generous economic benefits, and strong political support
to help the "escapees" liberate their country. Cubans "escaping"
Communist repression scored major propaganda points against
the Soviet Union and the Cuban Revolution, but much of that
dynamic changed in the summer of 1994. The Soviet Union had
imploded in 1991, and the Cuban economy was in a deep depression, triggering a massive exodus to the United States. To stop
the massive migration, the U.S. government drastically changed
its open door immigration policy toward Cuba for the first time
in 45 years. Instead of an open door to the United States, more
than 34,000 Cubans were detained in the U.S. naval base in Guantanamo, Cuba until their status to enter the United States could be
determined. The hardships and trauma, as well as the frustrations
and triumphs experienced by the Guantanamo detainees are the
main subjects of this book.
Using participatory observation, anthropologist Elizabeth
Campisi tells the story of a dozen Cuban balseros (rafters) she met
while working as an interviewer and mediator for the U.S. Justice
Department at the Guantanamo detention center in 1994. Most
of the narrative is based on interviews conducted by the author
during and after her time at the base. Through personal observations and powerful testimonials by the rafters she chose to interview, Campisi discusses how the detainees coped with the trauma
of their dangerous voyage and the psychological effects of indefinite detention in a heavily guarded military base. These stories are
even more powerful, dramatic, and credible, when told, as they
are here, with an explanation of the conditions that triggered the

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol95/iss4/6

16

Society: Book Reviews

BooK REvrnws

593

rafters' crisis: the "special period of war in peace" declared by the
Cuban Government to cope with the deep economic crisis. These
measures made life extremely difficult for all Cubans, forcing many
of them to emigrate.
Campisi effectively uses oral histories to describe the deplorable living conditions in this "moderate-security extraterritorial
immigration detention center" (66): poor housing and sanitary
service facilities, lack of shelter and comfort from the excessive
heat, and abuse by camp guards. These conditions were especially
punishing and damaging on the children and elderly. To improve
these conditions, the detainees organized themselves by creating
an internal government that kept track of complaints and tried
to solve them in collaboration with camp authorities, published a
newsletter, and organized entertainment events. To cope with life
in the camps, many detainees relied on or turned to religion. The
more talented rafters turned to art by painting murals and cavasses,
creating sculptures, and even political cartoons as a way to boost
morale and raise hope among the camp's population. The main
themes of artistic production were freedom, liberty, survival, and
religion. Art became the most effective form of communication
the rafters had to express their feelings and display their talents.
Powerful drawings and photographs of the art created at Guantanamo are strategically displayed throughout the book, adding poignancy to the rafters' testimonials.
The author is clearly sympathetic to the rafters and their plight.
Thus her harshest criticisms and accusations are pointed at Fidel
Castro and the Cuban Government that she criticizes for unleashing a cynical, uncontrolled and unsafe exodus. Her animus is also
reflected in the book's title. Escape to Miami implies that the only
way Cubans could migrate to the U.S. was by escaping, which in
turn implies political defection and persecution of anyone attempting to leave. While titles that include the word escape are popular
in Miami, they distract from the human story the book focuses on,
and oversimplify the complex international and national political
events and policies that led to the migration crisis of 1994. To be
fair, Campisi is also critical of the U.S. government's immigration
policy toward Cuba, and the Cuban American National Foundation's mishandling of the crisis. She also correctly places the crisis
of 1994 in the context of the wider history of the Cuban migration
to the U.S., and compares the events of 1994 to those that led to
the Mariel Boatlift of 1980.
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Escape to Miami tells the rafters' story in a dignified and sensitive way, by the rafters themselves. It gives a human face and voice
to the tens of thousands who risked their lives trying to reach the
U.S. in the summer of 1994. Instead of the faceless, and dubious
characters stereotyped in the mass media, Camprisi shows that
most rafters were honest human beings eager to show that they
were as capable of succeeding in and contributing to this country
as so many of the Cubans that preceded them in the United States
since the 19u, century. This is an important contribution that will
help fill a void in the historiography of the Cuban migration to the
U.S., which has neglected the rafters' crisis of 1994 for too long.

Felix Masud-Piloto

DePaul University

Music Everywhere: The Rock and Roll Roots of a Southern Toum. By
Marty Jourard. (Gainesville: University Press of Florida, 2016.
Illustrations, notes, index. Pp. ix, 261. $19.95 cloth.)

Gainesville, Florida, has long been known as college football
town with the University of Florida Gators winning various conference championships and national titles over the years. For casual
observers, the Gator's Orange and Blue are Gainesville's claim to
fame. However, for those who seek an additional perspective on
this college town, Marty Jourard's Music Everywhere: The Rock and
Roll Roots of a Southern Town may be just the ticket. A combination of
archival research, antidotes, and personal reflection, Music Everywhere delivers a rich behind-the-scenes account of the musicians,
bands, and venues that developed and thrived during the formative years of Rock and Roll following the "Beatles Invasion" of the
early 1960s.Jourard's own history as a Gainesville native and member of the band the Motels gives readers an insider's perspective
that not only establishes his credibility, but also earns this volume a
spot on any Florida enthusiast's bookshelf.
Jourard argues that Gainesville's unique combination of college students, hippies, rednecks, liberals, conservatives, racial
diversity, and an encouraging business climate during these years
fostered a generation of musicians whose talent continues to impact
music today. A recurring example featured throughout the book is
Lipham Music, a music store where teenagers and touring bands
alike gathered, interacted, and routinely obtained equipment on
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the promise of a handshake. Jourard rightfully observes that a progressive oasis of sorts emerged in an otherwise relatively socially
conservative region, to some extent seen in other university towns
such as Austin, Texas and Asheville, North Carolina. Gainesville's
mid- Florida location also provided isolation from tourism, yet the
town's position as a geographic and cultural crossroads between the
larger hubs of Southern Georgia, Jacksonville, Orlando, Tampa,
and Miami exposed local musicians and audiences to regional and
national acts long before MTV and Internet access. Local heroes
such as Tom Petty, Stephen Stills, former Eagles members Bernie
Leadon and Don Felder, as well as Jourard himself, are just a few
of the Gainesville natives who went on to achieve international success as a result.
Many of these artists featured in Music Everywhere have since
authored autobiographies outlining their road to the top and the
pitfalls that come with a life in the music industry. Don Felder's
2009 memoir, Heaven and Hell: My Life with the Eagles, 1974-2001,
explores the ups and downs and personal animosities between
members of the band. Felder co-wrote the band's 1976 album
"Hotel California," but ongoing personal squabbles led to his
departure from the band. In 2014, Stephen Stills began working
on a yet-to be-released narrative recounting the history of Crosby,
Stills, and Nash. Although Stills performed in many bands over the
years, this is the one group he chooses to focus on. In a broader
context, Tom Petty's 2015 autobiography, True Confessions, details
his rock and roll lifestyle, rehabilitation from drug addiction, and
road to recovery. Part of that process came in 2008 with the revival
of his early l 970's Gainesville band Mudcrutch, featured prominently throughout Music Everywhere and recently concluding a concert tour. While these works provide tremendous insight into the
musicians once they have achieved success, they rarely focus on the
formative years. Luckily, J ourard fills that void and sets the stage to
better understand the foundations of their legendary careers.
Music Everywhere primarily focuses on the years between 1960
and 1976, a time when the music industry's business model was
far less structured and freer flowing than today. Jourard paints a
detailed picture of what these early rock musicians experienced
in terms of passion and perseverance, continuously forming and
reforming bands and developing a supportive community that
encouraged innovation and as well as competition. The narrative unfolds chronologically, each chapter reflecting the broader
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cultural transitions occurring at a national level while emphasizing
Gainesville's role in helping to shape the music that evolved. To
provide context,Jourard begins each chapter with a list of a dozen
or so representative songs to supplement the text and encourages
the reader to listen to the tracks while reading, a nice addition to
set the tone of the book.
Music Everywhere is not simply a history, but also a well written "love letter to Gainesville," thatJourard hopes will appeal to a
broad audience (viii). Music aficionados will enjoy discovering the
early days of the genre's home-grown icons, Florida historians will
find value in the rich details of the period, and local readers will
learn about Gainesville's role in shaping the history of Rock and
Roll.
Robert Clarke

University of Central Florida

F/,orida 's Mirwrity Trailblazers: The Men and Women Who Changed the
Face ofF/,orida Government. By Susan A. MacManus. ( Gainesville:
University Press of Florida, 2017. Acknowledgements,
illustrations, appendices, notes, bibliography, index. Pp. xxxi,
640. $75.00 cloth.)

Florida's Minority Trailblazers is a tremendous contribution to
the research on Florida's historical and political diversity. The
book lives up to its subtitle and gives a vibrant in-depth look at the
men and women of color who changed the face of Florida government from the 1960s to the present. The author, Susan MacManus, spent ten years researching, interviewing and writing about
minority pathbreakers in the Florida legislature, executive branch,
Supreme Court, and congressional delegation. The qualitative
research design, relying extensively on personal interviews and
other first-person accounts, allows the 62 pathbreakers to tell their
own stories with fascinating intimate detail and unique perspective.
These concise biographies, put in theoretical and historical context by MacManus, combine to create the definitive work on racial
and ethnic minority trailblazers in Sunshine State politics.
The importance of this research is hard to overstate. As MacManus points out, minority pathbreakers serve as role models,
challenge the status quo, bring different policy perspectives, and
change attitudes in the majority. Florida's population growth over
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70 years has created a diverse mix of races and ethnicities that
serves as an "incubator" for trailblazers who have diversified the
state's culture and polity. While this book examines Florida minority path breakers, its findings are generalizable to the whole country
as the nation itself becomes more diverse.
The book begins with a recent demographic history of Florida focusing on four specific groups: blacks, Hispanics, Asians,
and Native Americans. MacManus then compares various theories
related to the decision to run for office or accept an appointment.
These include historical, demographic, structural/legal, political, and biographical "push" factors that motivate minority members to become trailblazers. The bulk of the book tells the story
of each trailblazer in four chapters organized by membership in
the three branches of state government and the U.S. House and
Senate and proceeding in chronological order within each section.
In the final chapter, the author examines each of the push factors
in more detail by providing myriad historical examples from the
stories told by specific Florida minority pathbreakers. Based on the
evidence, MacManus rightly concludes that all the push factors are
influential and have often worked together to propel new faces
into Florida politics.
The stories and experiences relayed by the trailblazers are
fascinating and instructive. The Florida legislature becomes more
reflective of the state's population as a trickle of early pathbreakers from-pre-1970 like Eddie Gong, Elvin Martinez,Joe Lang Kershaw and Gwen Cherry pave the way for a veritable flood of new
faces over the following decades. The executive offices of Florida
remains the least diverse of the three branches. However, Governor Bob Martinez, and more recently, Lt. Governors Jennifer
Carroll and Carlos Lopez-Cantera demonstrate the possibilities
and increasing importance of having minorities on the ticket. By
contrast, the Florida Supreme Court has become one of the most
diverse in the country with Justices Joseph Hatchett, Rosemary
Barkett, Peggy Quince and Raoul Cantero breaking judicial precedent in their own way. Diversity in Florida's congressional delegation came later (1992) and largely through legal requirements to
draw minority districts.
MacManus plans and executes the qualitative research design
with great skill and careful precision. Key decisions include defining minority trailblazers, identifying them, utilizing appropriate
sources of information to find out about them, deciding on a set
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of questions for the personal interviews, and placing the work into
historical, political and theoretical perspective.
MacManus describes Florida minority trailblazers as racial and
ethnic minorities, male or female, who were the first to hold a particular political position in the Sunshine State or the first selected
under a particular set of circumstances. This expansive definition
allows for greater inclusion and thorough analysis. For instance,
including gender permits examination of the unique challenges
faced by female pathbreakers. Including ethnicity requires comparison of various subgroups within the black (native-born African
American and Afro-Caribbean), Hispanic (Spanish, Cuban, Puerto
Rican and numerous Latin American countries), and Asian (i.e.
Chinese or Korean) communities.
The author utilizes an exhaustive list of sources including oral
history collections, newspapers, government documents, photographs, letters and other private documents supplied by the pathbreakers and their loved ones. Personal interviews represent the
most valuable source. MacManus composed a list of eleven questions sent to each trailblazer before their interview. "What motivated you to run? [For women candidates] Was race or gender
the bigger barrier for you? How big a part did racial issues play in
the campaign? Looking back, what advice would you give to other
young minorities contemplating a run for public office today?"
This thoughtful design provides appropriate structure for each
vignette and allows the participants to tell their stories in their own
words and emphasize the most important aspects of their journeys.
The author has organized the book in cogent fashion and
writes with a crisp interesting style. It is a detailed book, at over 600
pages, but the design allows a person to easily read one or several
stories, put it aside temporarily, and then come back to the material without missing a beat. Scholars, students and the public will all
find Florida Minority Trailblazers to be a valuable read. For historians
and political scientists it provides cutting-edge scholarship and the
most complete treatment of the topic ever written. Students will
benefit tremendously from learning about the men and women of
color who broke barriers and changed the face of Florida government and the factors that pushed these pathbreakers to succeed.
The general reader will enjoy the biographies, come away with a
newfound appreciation for the trailblazers, and be better prepared
to understand and participate in civic life in the rapidly growing and increasingly diverse Sunshine State. Of all the valuable
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research contributions made by MacManus throughout her career
(and they are numerous), this work stands out as her magnum opus.
A~brey Jewett

University of Central Florida

The Edible South: The Power of Food and the Making of an American
Regi,on. By Marcie Cohen Ferris. (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2014. Preface, notes, bibliography,
index. Pp. xiv, 477. $35.00 cloth, $34.99 E-book.)
A comprehensive account of the diverse and complex field
of southern food history is an ambitious project. Yet, in The Edible
South, Marcie Cohen Ferris delivers with a sweeping look at the history and culture of southern foodways. Ferris argues that southern
cuisine developed as a result of the same incongruities that shaped
the region itself-a contrast between the American South's history
of imperialism and deprivation on the one hand and its emphasis
on indulgence and innovation on the other. Ferris firmly establishes southern food history as worthy of serious academic attention as
she traces the important historical, social, political, economic, and
environmental factors that defined regional food and contributed
to the development of southern eating and cooking practices.
An important contribution that Ferris makes to the scholarship of southern history and culture is the notion that southern
foodways contributes largely to the definition of the region. She
writes, "Southerners know who we are, in part, by the foods we eat
and those we don't, a series of complex culinary decisions and patterns shaped by five centuries of historical interaction" (3). Ferris
examines these five centuries of history by uncovering the many
different ways that southerners have documented their culinary
initiatives starting with the earliest native practices that had longlasting implications for regional fare and ending with the newest
emerging trends in southern foods .
Ferris organizes the work chronologically in three parts:
Part 1, entitled "Early South- Plantation South,'' demonstrates
how early migrants to the region- free and enslaved- combined
indigenous, European, and African traditions to create a distinctive regional fare. She identifies the important cultural messages
encoded in the South's culinary practices through the Civil War.
In Part 2, "New South,'' Ferris describes how the challenges of a
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changing economy in the wake of the Civil War contributed to the
development of southern foodways. During this period, Progressive reformers struggled to feed a region that suffered significantly
from malnutrition and hunger. Part 3, "Modern South," examines
how evolving political and cultural notions of race affected culinary practices in the region in the late twentieth century. This later
period saw agricultural cooperatives, professional chefs, and food
writers frame southern foodways differently for a new generation
of southerners at the turn of the millennium. Ferris ties these three
eras together through the common themes of agriculture, gender,
race, socio-economic class, and modernization.
Throughout the text, Ferris sets an important tone for the academic study of southern food by curbing the celebratory impulse
that drives much of the popular literature on the topic. The history
of southern foods is often a story of discriminatory racial politics
and desperate poverty, and Ferris does not smooth over the rough
edges of this history for readers. For example, Ferris contributes
to the history of civil rights in the American South by framing this
important struggle through foodways that includes the challenges
of black home demonstration agents who "accomplished the same,
or even more, with far less resources" than their white counterparts
in the early part of the twentieth century (158). She carries the
theme of civil rights throughout the text by discussing the struggles
involved in desegregating places of public accommodation and
emphasizing the connection between race and poverty in anti-hunger programs associated with the 1960s era War on Poverty.
A particular strength of Ferris's work is her use of sources. She
relies on a variety of different types of primary sources to tell the
story of southern foodways and is adept in her use of visual sources, such as ads, pictures, and television shows. Ferris describes, for
example, how New Deal era photographs documented regional
foodways by illustrating sharecroppers planting potatoes in the
fields as well as handwritten menus displayed in store windows
in the town. She brings to readers' attention the success of New
Orleans chef Lena Richard, who-long before the success of the
Food Network-regularly appeared on a local cooking show. Ferris describes Richard as "the sole black 'personality' on a local station and a captivating presence on television more than a decade
before Julia Child" (227).
Ferris also makes great use of written historical sources,
such as travel narratives, to show how outsiders experienced and
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interpreted regional fare. This demonstrates her acknowledgement that regional foodways are not always defined from within.
Ferris 's creative use of various types of primary sources reveals how
our .culinary history is embedded in the documents and cultural
symbols that surround us. In addition to primary sources, Ferris
highlights other important secondary sources on southern foodways. Her inclusive bibliography provides a great resource for anyone interested in the scholarly literature on the subject.
As a comprehensive history of southern food and culture, The
Edible South will play an important role in the canon of food history
as other scholars rise to Ferris's unspoken challenge to explore the
fertile terrain of southern foodways. Her work suggests opportunities for future research on sub-regional topics and other more
specific issues in this area. In short, Ferris's work serves many
important purposes that drive scholarship forward. It helps to
shape the nascent field of southern food history, to identify future
areas of research in this field, and to encourage more academics to
engage in the serious scholarship of southern food .
Angela Jill Cooley
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